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HURRY 
Level 1 

 

Goal:  The dog will go to the bathroom to the word “Hurry”. This is 

especially important with service dogs. You may be going into a building 

or onto an airplane. Anytime you know you won’t be able to potty the 

dog for a few hours, it’s best to make sure they have gone to the 

bathroom ahead of time. Many dogs also get used to going in specific 

areas making it hard to manage when you’re out and about.  

This behavior is relatively easy to teach as it’s simply a matter of 

association a cue, the word “hurry” with the action of going to the 

bathroom (#1 and/or #2). It does however require management at first, 

especially if the dog doesn’t generally go anywhere else but in your 

backyard. If that’s the case, put your dog on leash and take him/her out 

in your neighborhood at the times they are the most likely to go (like first 

thing in the morning). 

 

 

Material: Treats  

 

TRAINING PLAN 

1.  Getting started 

& Adding  

the cue 

At a time when the dog is likely to need to go to the bathroom, such as when the 

dog just woke up, or just ate, put the dog on leash and take them outside. Once 

outside, head over to a patch of grass. Stay on the sidewalk with your dog and 

ask for a “sit” (if already trained), then “free” the dog to the grass. Resist the 

temptation to go on the grass with your dog. You want the dog to potty within 

the length of the leash and avoid the habit of sniffing around, walking back and 

forth and taking his/her good old time. While the dog urinates or defecates, say 

the word “Hurry”. As soon as the dog is done, treat and praise enthusiastically. 

Repeat this step about 50-100 times for the dog to make the connection between 

the cue (the word) and the behavior (going to the bathroom). 

2.  Testing the cue you can test the connection between the cue (the word “hurry”) and the behavior 

(going potty) by saying: “Hurry” BEFORE the dog starts going to the bathroom. 

If it triggers the behavior, voila! Otherwise, stay at the first step a while longer, 

then try again 

3.  Generalization Repeat this process in many different places so the dog gets used to going in 

different areas. Remember, that dogs are creatures of habit, so if you always take 

them to the same spot, it will be difficult to get the dog to go anywhere else. 

4.  Fluency Gradually build up the level of difficulty until you can successfully get your dog 

to potty in all sorts of places with lots going on and start using this cue in 

everyday life, whenever you need to get the dog to potty. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! If you’ve come this far, you have taught the dog a solid response to the word 

‘Hurry’. 


